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THE CORPORATION ACT, 

Passed A.D. 1661, 
(Being St. 13 Car. II. St. 2, c. 1.) 
is in titled, 
** An Act for the well governing and regulating of Corporationst^ 
The Preamble, in the first sedtibn, is in the worrls following:-— 
" Whereas questions are lil^ely to arise concerning the validity o^ 
elections of magistrates and other officers and members in corpora- 
tions, as well in respect of removing some as placing others^ during 
the late troubles, contrary to the intent and meaning of their chat- 
ters and liberties ^ and to the end that the succession in such corpo- 
rations may be most probably perpetuated in the hands of persons 
well affected to his Majesty and the established Government, it being 
too well known that, notwithstanding all his Majesty*s endeavours 
and unparalleled indulgence in pardoning all that is past, neverthe- 
less many evil spirits are still working*** 

The second section proceeds-*-" Wherefore, for prevention of the like 
mischiefs for the time to come, and foi the preservation of the public 
. peace both in Church and State, Be it enacted,'* &c. and that section 
with the next nine sections contain powers, authorities, and direc- 
tions to Commissioners, who should be appointed 1)y his Majesty for 
the several cities, corporations, and boroughs, and cinque ports and 
thidr members, and other port towns within England and Wales and 
Berwick-upon-Tweed 5 on whose requisition *^ all persons, who, on 
the 24th day of December, 1661, should be mayors, aldermen, re^ 
corders, bailiffs, town' clerks, common councilmen, and other persons 
then bearing any office or offices of magistracy, or places or trusts 
or other employment relating to or concerning the government of the 
said respective cities, corporations, and boroughs, and cinque ports 
and their members, and other towns,** should, at any time before the 
25th day of March, 1663, take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
and an oath therein prescribed, disclaiming the lawfulness of taking 
arms against the king 5 and subscribe a declaratipn therein contained, 
disavowing the solemn league and covenant; and for removal, " ipso 
facto'* of all such persons who should refuse so to do 3 and for the 
removal by the Commissioners of any of such persons whom the 
Commissioners should deem it expedient for the public safety to remove, 
though they should have complied, or be willing to comply with the 



requisitions of tlie Act ; and for the Commissioners having power of 
restoring su6h persons as should have been illegally or unduly removed^ 
or putting in others^ as therein mentioned 3 and that after the com- 
mission expired, the said oaths and declaration shoidd be adminis- 
tered by the persons usually administering the oath of office^ or by 
two justices of the peace, as thereih mentioned. 

The 12th Section enacts in the words following : ''That from and 
after the expiration of the said eommiosions, no person or persons shall 
for ever thereafter be placed elected or chosen in or to any the offices 
or places aforesaid, that shall not have, within one year next before 
9uch election or choice, taken the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
according to the rites of the Church of England : (2) and that every 
such person so plac^^d elected or chosen shall likewise take the afore- 
said three Oaths, and subscribe the said Declaration, at the same time 
when the oath for the due execution of the said places or offices re- 
spectively shall be administered : (3) and, in default thereof, every 
«uch placing, election, and choice, is hereby enacted and declared to 
be town'* 

Provisoes are added in the four fc^lowing Sections, to the e£fect that 
every person to be placed in a corporatioil under the Act, should take 
the oaths usually taken by members of such corporation. 

That the powers granted to the said Commissioners should continue 
until the 2bth day 6f March, 1663, and no longer. 

That the Commissioners, if sued, ^c, might plead the general issue, 
and recover treble costs. 

And that the Act should not extend to prejudice any persons having 
any reversion of offices or places belonging to the City of London, 
by order, 5fc., of the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, made be- 
fore the late wars. 



CLAUSES IN SUBSEQUENT ACTS. 
By St. 5 Geo. L c. 6, 
intitled 
" An Act for quieting and establishing- Corporations,'' 
So much of the Corporation Act as requires the taking the Oath 
and subscribing the Declaration therein particulary expressed is, by 
sect. 1 and 2, repealed. 

And by Sect. 3 it was enacted,That all persons then in actual pos- 
session of any office within the Corporation Act, should be confirmed 
in their several offices, notwithstanding their omission to take the 



Sacrament as therein required, and be for such omission indemnified ^ 
and that none of their acts should be questioned by reason thereof ; 
nor should any person- who should be thereafter placed elected pr 
chosen in or to any the offices aforesaid, be removed or prosecuted for 
or by reason of such omission, nor should any incapacity disability for- 
feiture or penalty be incurred thereby, unless feuch person be removed 
or such prosecution be commenced within six months after his being^ 
80 placed or elected. 

By St. 5 Geo. I. c. 4, intitled '^ An Act for strengthening the 
Protestant Interest in these kingdoms ;" 

And in Section I of which Act so much as comprises the preamble 
and first six sections of the St. 10 Anne, c, 2, (commonly knolfm by 
the name of the Occasional Conformity Act,) is repealed : 

It was in Section 2 enacted. That any mayor^, bailiff, or magistrate, 
knowingly or willingly resorting to any public meeting for religious 
worship, other than the Church of England, in his gown or other 
peculiar habit, or with the insignia, ^c, of his office, should, on 
conviction, be disabled to hold such or any other public office or 
employment. v 

The Coi*pdration Act is not noticed in the Toleration Act^ 1 W. 
and M. c. 18, nor in the subsequent Toleration Acts, 19 Gto. III. c. 44, 
and 52 Geo. III. c. 155, either in the way of exception or otherwise -y, 
but is considered not to be included in the general description con- 
tained in the St. 1 W. and M. of ^' the Laws and Statutes made against 
Papists and Popish Recusants,*' from which Protestant Dissentera 
complying with the terms of the Toleratioii Acts are thereby ex- 
empted. 



THE TEST ACT, 

Passed A,D. 1 672, 
(Being St. 25 Car. II. ch. 2.) 
is intided^ 
'^ An Act for preventing dangers wMch may happen from PopUh 

Recusants" 
. The first section begins with the words following: — "For pre- 
Tenting dangers which may happen from Popish Recusants, and 
quieting the minds of his Majesty's good sul:jects, be it enacted/* ^c. 
And it is in such fir^t section enacted. That all and every person and 
persons that should bear office, or otherwise be within the descriptions 
therein contained, (being the like as are specified in the next section, 
and hereinafter mentioned) on the first day of Easter Term in the year 
1673, or at any time during the same term, should within the times 
therein mentioned, take the Oaths o^ Supremacy and Allegiance 
(which Oath of Allegiance was contained in the stat. 3 James I.) by 
law established, and receivetheSacrament of the Lord's Supper accord- 
ing to the usage of the Church of England in manner therein described. 

In section 2 it is enacted, in the Words following :•— ^'^ That all and 
every person and persons that shall be admitted, entered, -placed, or 
taken into any office or offices civil or military, or shall receive any 
pay, salary, fee, or wages by reason of any patent or grant of bis 
Majesty, or shall have cpmmand or place of trust from or under his 
Majesty, his h'eirs or successors, or by his or their authority, or by 
authority derived from him or them, within England, Wales, the 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, or in his Majesty's navy, or in Jersey 
and Guernsey, /)r that shall be admitted into any service or imploy- 
ment in his Majesty's or in his Royal Highness's" [the then Duke of 
York's] "household or family^ after the first day of Easter Term aforC'* 
said, and shall inhabit be or reside when he or they is or are so ad« 
mitted or placed, within the cities of London or Westminster, or 
within thirty milesof the same, shall take the said Oaths aforesaid in the 
said respective court or courts aforesaid [viz, his Majesty's High Court 
of Chancery or Court of King's Bench,] in the next Term after his or 
their admittance or admittances into the office or offices, employment or 
employments aforesaid, between the hours aforesaid, and no other, and 
the proceedings to cease as aforesaid.^ (2) And that all and every 
such person or persons to be admitted after the said first day of Easter 
Term as aforesaid^ not having taken the said Oaths in the courta 



aforesaid, shall at tbe Quarter Sessions for that eounty or place where 
he or they shall reside next after such his admittance or admittances 
into any of the sard respcctiye offices or employments aforesaid^ 
take the said several and respective Oaths as aforesaid. (3) " And all 
and every such person and persons so to be admitted as aforesaid shall 
also receive the Sacrament of the Lord* s Supper j according totheusage 
of the Church of England, within three months after his or their 
admittance in or receiving their said authority and imployment^. in 
«ome public Church, upon some Lord^s-day, commonly called Sunday, 
immediately after divine service and sermon.** 

In section 3. — ^* That every of the said persons in the respective 
court where he takes the said oaths shall first deliver a certificate of 
such his recewing the said Sacrament as, aforesaid under the hands of 
the respective Minister and Churchwarden, and shall then make 
proof of the truth thereof by two credible witnesses at the least upon 
oath ; all which shall be inquired of and put upon record in the re- 
spective courts." 

In Section 4.-^^' That all and every the person and persons aforesaid 
that do or shall neglect or i^efttse to take the said Oaths and Sacrament 
in the said courts and places, and at the respective times aforesaid, 
shall be ipso facto adjudged uncapahle and disabled in law, to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever, to have, occupy, or enjoy the said 
ofice or offices, imployment or irnployments, or oaf part of them, or 
Jany matter or thing afovesaid, or any profit ori^vantage appertaining 
to them or any of them ; (2) and every such office and place, imploy- 
ment and imployments, shall be void, and are hereby adjudged «ot<f.'* 

In Section 5. — " That all and every such person and personJB that 
shall neglect or refuse to take the said Oaths or the Sacranient as 
aforesaid, within the times and in the places aforesaid, and in the 
manner aforesaid, and yet after such neglect or refusal shall execute 
any of the said offices or imployments after the said times expired 
wherein he or &ey craght to have taken the same, and bein^ there- 
upon lawfully convicted in or upon any information, presentnlent, 
or indictment in any of the Ring's courts at Westminster, or ilt the 
Assizes, every such person and persons shall be disttbled from thence- 
forth to sue or use any action, bill, plaint, or information in couth ^ 
law or to prosecute any. suit in any court of equity, or to be guarduM 
of any child, or executor or admiamtrator of any person, or eapahU 
of any l^acy or deed of g\ft, or to bear any office within EngUakd, 
Wales, or Berwick, (2) and shall forfeit the sum of 4^500, to be re^ 
covered by him or them that shall sue for the same, to be prosecuted 
by any action of debt^ suit, bill^ plaint^ ot infarmatioiD, in any of his 



JM[ajesty's courts t^t We^i^oisj^i^,: wherein no essoin^.. pro Wction^ dr 

•In the sixth Section — ^|(; was. farther enacted that the names oi 
fjULch persons, on^.ofiq^x^ that, should tak^ the Oaths aforesaid should 
)}e in fij^e sai^ respective courts enrolled 3 (2) the which rolls should 
be pul^Kcly hung, up ^s therein mentioned (3) and none of the persons 
ttfores^ should pay any fee^ ^q. above 12d. for the eptry of his taking 

^e QaUis afpr.^said* 

1^ tl)ie- seventh S)§»p|don-7-That. it should be lawful for the »said re- 
spective coui*ts aforesaid to admibister the said Oaths to the persons 
afpr^^idj and upon due te)ider of any such persons to take the said 
Oat^/the sdid cQ^rts were thereby required to admiuister the same. 

. In.4he eighth SectiouT— "Hiat if any persons not bred up^ 4rc. in the 
Pop^h Reli^on^ and professing themselves to be Popish Recusants, 
shpi^^d breed up, 8fC. their child or children, or suffer them to be in* 
stnictc^i 3rc. in the Popish Religion, every sikh person being thereof 
convicted should be thenceforth disabled of bearing any office, Sfc. in 
Church or State, (2) and all such children so brought up, 3rc. should 
be disabled of bearing such office, ^c. until he or they should be per- 
fectly recppciled, 8fc. to the Church of England, and should take the 
Oath^ and Sacrament as therein mentioned. : 

.Zn the Ninth ..Section — ^That when the persons concerned in this 
Act should take the said oaths, they should l^ewise make and siib* 
sqribe the Declaration therein mentioned (being that against Tran- 
sub^tantiation), of which« by Section 10> the like Registry should be 

kept as of the taking the oaths. 

^.,Jn Section 11 it was providedT^That this Act should not extend, 
^c.« .40 prejudice the peerage of any Peer af the realm, or to take away 
CLpy nght, 8fc., ^hich any person (being a peer of the realm) had or 
ought to enjoy by reason of his peerage either in time of Parliament 
or otherwise, {?) or to take away or make void any creation-money 
or bills of impost, or any pension, ^c, granted by his Majesly for va« 
luable and suffident consideration for life or years, other than such as 
relate to any office or place of trust imder his Majesty 3 and other than 
pensions of bounty, 8fc, (3) nor to any estate of inheritance, granted 
by his Majesty or hiJs predecessors, in any hereditaments not being 
offices (4), nor any pension, 3rc., granted by his Majesty to any per* 
soil'iastrumental inliis preservation after the battle of Worcester 3 (5) 
nor.to take away or make void ihe grant of any offices of inheritance, 
or any fee, Sfc, for executing such offices, 5fc., to any person, 8fc,, 
who dbould refuse or neglect,. 8(C,, so, nevertheless (6) as such per- 
soils should substitute and appbipt his or their sufficient deputy or 



deputies to exercise the said offices until tbe person^ S^c, having the 
same should voluntarily^ in the said Courts of Chancery^ or King s 
Bench^ take the said oaths^ and should receive the Sacrament accord^ 
ing to law^ and subscribe the said Declaration ^ and so as the said 
Deputies should do the like, aipid be approved of by the King's Ma*- 
jesty as therein mentioned 5 (7) but that all and every Peers of the 
realm should have, S^c, w^hat is provided for as aforesaid, and all other 
persons before mentioned, denoted, ^c, within this proviso should 
have, 8ic,, what is provided for as aforesaid, notwithstanding any in- 
capacity or disability mentioned in this Act. 

In Section 12 it was provided — ^That the said Peers might take the 
said Oaths, and make the said Subscription, and deliver the said Cer- 
tificates, before the Peers sitting in Parliament, and^ in the intervab 
of Pailianient, in the High Court of Chancery, in which respective 
courts all the proceedings were to be recorded in manner aforesaid. 
' In Section 13th, " That no married woman, or person under the 
age of eighteen years 6t being beyond seas, or found by, ^c, uon 
compos mentis, and so being at the end of Trinity term> 1673, should 
lose, ^c. his or her office, (other than such married woman for the 
life of her husband only,) for any such neglect or refusal^ ^c, so as 
9fieh persons within four months after removal of the respective im- 
pediments, shoiild take the oaths and perform the things by this act 
appointed/' 

In Section 14th, That any person, who, by his or her neglect or 
refusal, according to this Act, shall lose or forfeit any office, may be 
capabkof a new grant, taking the said oaths^and doing the other things 
by the Act appointed. 

In Section 1 5th, that nothing in' the Act should extend to make 
any forfeiture, 8tc, in or by, 8(C. any non-commission officer, Ssc, in 
his Majesty's Navy, if he, 8fC. should only subscribe the said declara- 
tion therein prescribed. 

In Section 1 6th, That nothing in the Act should extend to preju- 
dice 6t9orge and Anne, Earl and Countess of Bristol, as therein men-^ 
tioned. 

And in Section 17th, is a proviso in these words: — ''That this 
Act sftitdl not extend to the office of any high-constable, titheingmaa, 
headborongh, overseer of the poor, churchwardens, surveyor of the 
highways, or any like inferior civil office, or to any office of forrester 
or keeper of any park, chase, warren, or game, or of bailiff of any 
mamir mr lands, or to any Jxke inferior offices, or to an)^ person or 
persons barring only siny the before-mentioned^ or any the like offices." 



SOME CLAUSES 
SUBSEQUENT ACTS,. 

WHICH RELATE TO THE 

TEST ACT, 

OR PARTS THERffOP. 



By St. 1 Geo. I. St. 2. c. 13, intitled "An Act for the further se- 
curity of his Majesty's person and Government, and the succession of 
the crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia, being Protestants, 
and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales> 
and his open and secret abettors,'* 

It wa^, in sect. 1 and 2, enacted, — That the persons therein men* 
tioned (being such as by the Test Act are required to take the Oaths 
and Sacrament as therein mentioned, and also persons in divers other 
preferments, benefices, offices, places, capacities, practices^ employ- 
ments, or business therein described) should take and subscribe the 
Oaths of Allegiance aiid Supremacy and Abjuration, in the same Act 
of Geo. I. expressed at length, within three months after they shall 
be admitted to such preferments, &c. 

By St. 9 Geo^II. c. 26, intkled ''An Act for indemnifying per- 
sons who have omitted to qualify themselves for offices within the time 
limited by law, and for allowing further time for that purpose ; and 
for amending so much of an Act passed in the second year of the 
Reign of his present Majesty as requires persons to qualify themselves 
for offices before the end of the next Term or Quarter Sessions ^ and 
also for enlarging the tjme limited by law for making and subscribing 
the Declaration against Transubstantiation ; and for allowing further 
time for Inrolment of Deeds and Wills made by Papists, and for Re^ 
lief of Protestant Purchasers, Devisees, and Lessees," 

Provision was made, sect. 3, for enlarging the time of taking the 
Oaths required by 1 Geo. L c. 13, and the Declaration against Tran- 
substantiation, required by the Test Act^ to nx calendar months as 
therein mentioned. 

By sect. 4 of the same St. 9 Geo. II. it was provided. That nothing 
in the same Act should extend to any person beyond seas who ought 
to take the said Oaths or make the said Declaration, so as such person 
should, within six calendar months next after his return to England 
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take the said Oaths^ in such manner as appointed by the said St. I 
Greo. I. and receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to 
the usage of the Church of England, and make the said Declarations 
in Buch cases wherein respectively the same ought to be done. 

And by St. 1 6 Geo. II. c. 30, intitled '^ An Act to indemnify persons 
who have omitted to qualify themselves for offices and employments 
within the time limited by law, and for allowing further time for that 
purpose 3 and also for amending so much of an Act made in the 25th 
ycatr pf the Reign of King Charles II., intituled ' An Act for prevent- 
ing dangers which may happen from Popish Recusants, as relates to 
the time for receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, now 
limited by the said Aet.' " 

After reciting in sect 3, the said St. 25 Car. II. fl» to receiving the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the usage of the Church 
of England, within three months, &c. — [which by St. 13 Geo. I. c. 29, 
sec A, had been declared and enacted to mean three kalendar months'] 
-^^and that the said time of three months was found to be too short 
and inconvenient, it viras, for remedy thereof, and amending the said 
Act by enlarging the said time, enacted. That every such person should 
receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to the usage 
of the Church of England, in manner therein, and in the Test Act, 
mentioned, within six months after his or their admittance, &c. 

TTie Test Act is expressly excepted by the Toleration Act, 1 W. and M. 
c. 18. from among the Statutes, &c. against ^hich Protestant Dis- 
senteri complying with the terms of that Act are thereby protected : 
and the like exception appears to be in effect continued in the subse- 
quent Toleration Acts 19 Geo. III. c. 44. and 52 Geo. III. c. 155. 

By St. 57 Geo. III. c. 92, after reciting in sect. 1, That by certain 
Acts passed in the Reigns of his Majesty's royal pTedecessors,it was 
provided that Officers in his Majesty's Navy and Army should take 
certain Oaths, and make, &c., certain Declarations, before they should 
enter upon the offices, &c., to which they might be appointed ; and 
that doubts had been entertained whether the provisions of the said 
Acts were still in force in that behalf, and that the practice of taking 
the said Oaths, and making, &c., the said Declarations by officers pre- 
viously to their receiving commissions in bis Majesty's Army, had 
been long disused, and^ that it was expedient to remove such doubts, 
and to assimilate the practice of the two services, it is enacted. That 
it should be lawful for his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, the 
Lord High Admiral, or Commissioners for that office, the Commander 
in Chief of his Majesty's Land .Forces, the Master-General of the 
Ordnance^ and the Secretary at War, respectively, or any other per* 
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sons thereunto lawfully authorized, to deliver commissions or war- 
rants to any officer or officers in the Navy, Land Forces, or Marines, 
as therein mentioned, without previously requiring the ssdd Oaths or 
Declarations, as therein mentioned, with a proviso in sect. 2, that 
nothing in this Act should extend to any oaths, &c.> required by any 
Apt then in force, to be taken, &c., after accepting, &c., such com- 
mission,^ &c, 

By 5 Geo. IV. c. 79, after reciting. That it was expedient that per- 
sons holding certain offices, &c., in the management, collection, &c., 
9f the Public Revenues^ should be enabled to receive, hold, &c., the 
same without previously taking ceHain Oaths, and Declarations, 

It is enacted. That it should be lawful for any person, being his 
Majesty's subject, to have, hoU^ &c. and execute any of the offices 
Qf~ Commissioners of Customs, Excise^ Stamps, or Taxes, or con- 
cerned in the collection, &c. of the revenue, subject to the said 
Commissioners, or of the revenues subject to the authority of the 
Postmaster-Greneral, &c. without previously taking, making, &c. any 
declaration or oatlv» except the oath of allegiance, and the oath for 
the due performance of the duties of such office or place. 

This Act does not contain any express mention of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper^ 



J 



THE ANNUAL INDEMNITY ACT, 

According to the form in which such Acts are now usually passed^ 
and as it stands in the latest of such Indemnity Acts^ 
7 and 8 Geo. IV. c. 13., 
is intitled 
'^ An Act to indemnify such persons in the United Kingdom as have 
omitted to qualify themselves for Offives and Employments, and 
Jor extending the time limited for ihose purposes respectively,'* 
And is (so far as relates more particularly to omissions and defaults 
under the Corporation and Test Acts, in respect to the Sacramentid 
Test,) to the effiect following : — ,. . . 

After a preamble, reciting that divers persons, who, on account 
of their offices, places, &c., or any other cause, &c.^ ought to 
have taken and subscribed the Oaths or assurance respectiyely 
appointed in and by the Acts thefein mentioned (bdng the said 
Act 1 5 Geo. I. St. 2, c. 13 j the Corporation Act 5 the Test Act 3 (a) 
the St. 30 Car. 11. st. 2, an Act 8 Geo. I. c. 65 the said Act 9 
G«o. II. c. 26, and certain Acts 18 Geo. II. c. 20, and 6 Geo. Ill* 
c. 53), had, " through ignorance of the law, absence, or some 
unavoidable accident,*' omitted to take and subscribe the said oaths 
and assurance, and mak^ and subscribe the ]j)eclaration required 
by law, or otherwise, to qualify themselves as aforesaid, within 
such time, and in such manner, as in and by the said Acts respec- 
tively, or by any other Act of Parliament in that behalf made, 
is required, m hereby they had incurred, or might be in danger of 
incurring, divers penalties and disabilities. 

It is in and by sect. 1, for quieting the minds of his Majesty's 
subjects, and for jireventing any inconvenience that might other- 
wise happen by means of such omissions, enacted. That all and 
every person or persons, to/m), at or before the passing of this Act^ 
had or should have omitted, as aforesaid, and who after accepting 
any such qffice, place, &c., on account of which such qualifica- 
tion was required, had, before the passing of this Act, taken and 
subscribed the said oaths, or made the Declarations required by 



»^ 



(«) In this recital the Test Act is erroneously mentioned to be intitled ** An 
Act fbr preventing the dangers which ipay happen from Popish Recnsants hy rc" 
reiving the Sacrament of the Lord*s Supper, according to the usage of the Church 
tf England, and making and subscribing the Declaration against Transubstantia-* 
tio?i therein mentioned." 
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V 

law^ ftnd also received the Sacrament of the Lord*s Supper^ accord" 
ing to the usage of the Church of England i or who^ on or hefore 
the 25th day of, March^ 1828^ should take and subscribe the said 
Oaths^ Declarations^ and Assurance respectively^ in such cases T^herein 
by law the said Oaths^ Declarations^ aiul Assurance ought to have been 
taken and subscribed in such manner, &c. as appointed in and by the 
said Act 1 Geo. I. or by any other Act or Acts of Parliament in that 
behalf ; and also had received^ or should on or before the said 25 th 
day of March, 1828, receive the Sacrament of the Lord*s Supper, 
according to the usage of the - Church of England in such cases, 
wherein the said Sacrament ought to have been received, and had or 
[ought to] (c) have made or subscribed^ or should^ on or before the 
25th day of March, 1828, make and subscribe the said Declaration 
against Transubstantiation ; and also had made and subscribed, or 
should on or before the said 25th day of March, 1828, make and 
subscribe the said Declaration in the said statute, 30 Car. II., in such 
cases where the said Declaration ought to have been made, &c. for 
to take (d) and subscribe the oath directed by the said Act |18 
€^0. II., in such cases wherein the said oath ought to have 
been t^ken, &c,, as by the said^ct is directed,] should be, and are 
thereby indemnified, freed, and discharged from and against all 
penalties, forftitures, incapacities and disabilities incurred, or to be 
incurred^ for or by reason of any neglect or omission previous to the 
passing of this Jet, of taking or subscribing the said oaths or as- 
surance, or receiving the Sacrament, &c. -, and such persons ai*e 
actually recapacitated and restored to the same state as before such 
neglect or omission : and it was declared that they should be deemed 
&c., to have duly qualified him, her, or themselves, and that their 
election and acts should be of the same force, &c., as if such per* 
sons respectively had taken the said oaths, &c. and received the 
Sacrament, &c., according to the direction of the said Acts 3 and 
that the qualification of such persons qualifying themselves as ap- 
pointed by this Act should be as effectual as if such persons bad 
respectively taken the said oaths, &c., and received the Sacrament, 
&c. within the time, and in the manner appointed by the several 
Acts thereinbefore mentioned. 

By Section 2, after reciting that several persons well affected to 
his Majesty's government, &c., and to the United Church of England 






(e) The words " ought tOf* in this place, i^pear a palpahle erratum in this 
and some of the former Acts. ' 

{i) Qnere, — ^llie g^mmatieal construction, or the meaning of the words '^ or to 
take." 9cc, and th^ rest of that clause to ** directed." 



I, , 
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^aiid Ireland, liad, '^ tbrbngb ignorance of the law, neglected or been 
t)y sickness or otber unavoidable causes" prevented from taking and 
subscribing tbe Declaration, and receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, &c., according, &c., to an Act passed in the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, 2nd of Anne (e), it is enacted. That such persons 
-should be indemnified on taking, &c., tbe said Oaths, and making, 
&c., tbe said Declaration, in such manner as appointed by the last- 
^nentioned Act, on or before the 25 th day of March, 1828. 

In Section 3 is a proviso in these words : ''That this Act, or any 
thing therein contained, shall not extend, or be construed to indem-> 
nify any person against whom any final Judgment shall liave been 
>given in any action of debt, bill, plaint or information, in any of bis 
Majesty^s Courts -of Record, for any penalty incurred by having ne- 
glected to qualify himself within jthe time limited by law." 

By Section 4, it is provided, That nothing contained in this Act 
should extend or be construed to exempt any Justice of the Peace 
within Great Britain from the penalties to which' he is subject for 
acting as such without being possessed ot the tjualification required 
i>y the laws in force. 

The Fifth Section provides indemnity in certain cases where the 
appointment of divers clerks of the peace and other public officers, 
'and the admission of members and officers in cities, corporations, &c., 
may not have been duly provided or stamped } in case appointments 
and admissions should be produced duly stamped on or before the 
said 25th day of March, 1828. 

By Section 6 it is provided, " That this Act or any thing therein con- 
tained, shall not extend or be construed to extend to restore or en- 
title any person or persons to any office or employment, benefice, 
matter, or thing whatsoever, already actually avoided by judgment of 
any of his Majesty's Courts of Record, or already legally filled up and 
enjoyed by any other person.'* 

The Seventh and last Section enacts. That the persons thereby 
meant to be indemnified might plead tbe general issue. 



[e) ThU Act— The Irish Test Act— « Anne, c. 6, (Ireland] was repealed as to 
Protestant Dissenters, by 19 and 20 Geo. III. c. 6, (Ireland). 



TAYLOR, raiNTER, 8ASINGUALL STA£ET# 



